December 6, 2009: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SAINT MARGARET
MARY ALACOQUE

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Teast of the

Patroness of the United States
In 1854 it was proclaimed by Pope Pius IX:

“The most Blessed Virgin Mary,
in the first instant of her conception,
by a singular grace and privilege
granted by almighty God,
in view of the merits of Jesus Christ,
the savior of the human race,
was preserved free from
all stain of original sin.”

Holy Day of Obligation—December 8, see page 4

Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil 5 PM
Sunday 6:45 AM, 8 AM, 9:30 AM, 11 AM, 5 PM Espaiiol 12:30 PM, 7 PM
Nursery care for small children 3 and under is offered during the 8 and 9:30 AM Sunday Masses

Monday—Friday 6:30, 8:15 AM, Saturday 8:15 AM only
First Friday 6:30, 8:15 AM, 7 PM (bilingual),
followed by all night adoration to the Blessed Sacrament
First Wednesday Marian Mass 7:30 PM followed by novena

Prayer Services
Rosary Monday—Friday 7 and 8:45 AM; Wednesday 6:30-7:30 PM
Perpetual Help Novena Wednesday 7:30 PM (in Church)
Confessions Friday 5-5:30 PM; Saturday 3:30-4:30 PM, 7:30-8:30 PM
NO 7:30 PM CONFESSION ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12

25511 Eshelman Ave., Lomita, CA 90717 email: SMMCHUR@yahoo.com
Parish Office: (310) 326-3364 http://www.stmargaretmarylomita.org



TIME TO REPAIR THE ROAD

n this second Sunday of Advent both

the prophet Baruch and John the Bap-

tist say that the Lord is coming, and we
need to do some drastic road repair in our lives
so that God is received with due dignity. We
have to level off those mountains of stubborn-
ness and selfishness we have built up in our
life, and fill in the gorges and valleys of resent-
ment, emptiness and unredeemed loneliness
that mark the map of our life. To our laziness
and cowardice God’s word is, “Do something;
don’t just stand there!” To our nervous and
restless scramble through life his word is,
“Don’t just do something; stand there!” You
know how it goes all too often in our life. We
are terrified of silence and we end up filling
every moment with sound and activity, a feeble
and hopeless effort to conquer the loneliness of
our hearts! What we need to do is to accept that
loneliness is not conquerable, and can be re-
deemed only by being converted to a healthy
solitude, without which we will find no real
peace. And this is where God, and only God,
can bring salvation into our lives. In our soli-
tude he shows us how to live a grateful, joyful,
generous, and compassionate life when we
don’t try to escape from ourselves. In commu-
nity he shows us how to accept, interact, and
share life with others without competing, domi-
nating, or trying to turn them into what we
want them to be. Take a look at the roadway for
God’s entrance into your own life, and see
where it needs to be straightened, lowered,
built up or otherwise changed so that the Lord
God will not have to struggle and search for a
way to get inside of you. Advent is the right
time to do this search. Be sure you do it both
alone in solitude and also together with people
whom you love and trust.

LEARN FROM JOHN THE BAPTIZER
ohn is a key figure in the season of Ad-
vent. He had a special call from his in-
fancy to do a most important work of pre-

paring the way of the Lord. We have a special
call from our baptism to prepare the way of Je-
sus Christ. John was so caught up in his mis-
sion as a prophet that the simplest food and

Father Pat’s Message

garments were all he needed to get his work
done. We need to be so caught up in our mis-
sion as disciples of Jesus Christ that we are
faithful to it whether we are well fed, well
dressed, and well thought of or lacking all these
things. John had expected a quick and dra-
matic transformation of his people following
the baptisms of repentance; but he didn’t see it.
From prison he sent two disciples to ask Jesus,
“Are you he who is to come, or shall we expect
someone else?” We expect to be able to produce
a world of peace and freedom without hatred,
racism, and wars; but we don’t see it happening
even after more than 2000 years of Christian-
ity. Will we see a great transformation for good
on this earth; or is what we find “as good as it
gets” in this world? What did John do about his
discovery? He kept on speaking the truth and
doing the ministry God gave him until he was
finally killed for being faithful to it. Jesus said
there was “no prophet greater than John the
Baptist.” And John said of Jesus, “He must in-
crease but I must decrease.” The Advent season
every year reminds us that Jesus changed the
common idea of the Messiah from an external
reign of power and glory to a constant refash-
ioning of the human heart and soul.

HOLY GROUND

herever we meet the Living God is by

definition holy ground. It might be a

joyful or sad occasion, a dramatic
conversion or a gradual process of growth, a
time of blessed solitude or of intense loving
communion. We might be able to describe it in
words, but probably we can’t do it with any suc-
cess. Most important, it seems to me, is that we
don’t declare any time or place or situation as
unfit for the saving encounter with the Lord.
Holy ground is where God meets us. Holy time
is when God meets us. A holy life is one with
regular meetings in which we pledge and live
our obedient service to Christ the Lord. A sa-
cred time or place can be any time or place.

Jf we seek the Lord he will be there,
wherever ‘there’ is. Here we are at

this time of our life. What and who
are we waiting for?
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Tiempo de preparar el camino
En este Segundo Domingo de Adviento ambos el
profeta Baruc y Juan el Bautista dicen que el Sefior
esta viniendo, y necesitamos hacer una reparacion
dréstica en el camino en nuestras vidas de manera
que Dios se reciba con dignidad. Tenemos que ni-
velar esas montafias de necedades y egoismos que
hemos construido en nuestra vida, y llenar los des-
filaderos y valles de resentimiento, vacios, indefini-
da soledad que marca el mapa de nuestra vida. A
nuestras perezas y cobardias la palabra de Dios es,
i“Haz algo, no solo te pares alli!” en nuestra lucha
nerviosa e inquieta su palabra es, {“No solo haz al-
go; parate alli!” ta sabes como va todo muy a me-
nudo en nuestra vida. {Nos aterramos del silencio y
acabamos llenando cada momento con sonidos y
actividades, un débil y desesperado esfuerzo por
conquistar la soledad de nuestros corazones! Lo
que necesitamos hacer es aceptar que la soledad no
es conquistable, y puede ser redimida solamente
convirtiéndola en una soledad saludable, sin la cual
no encontraremos la verdadera paz. Y esto es donde
Dios, y solamente Dios, puede traernos la salvacion
a nuestras vidas. En nuestra soledad €l nos ensefia
como vivir agradecido, jubiloso, generoso, y vida
compasiva cuando no tratamos de escapar de noso-
tros mismos. En comunidad ¢l nos ensefia como
aceptar, actuar reciprocamente, y compartir la vida
con los demas sin competir, dominando o tratar de
cambiarlos como deseamos que ellos sean. Echale
un vistazo al camino para la entrada a Dios dentro
de tu propia vida, y ve donde lo necesitas para en-
derezarte, bajar, construir o de otra manera cambiar
para que el Sefor Dios no tenga que luchar y bus-
car un camino para entrar en ti.
Adviento es el tiempo correcto para hacer esta
busqueda. Asegurate hacer ambos solo en soledad y
también junto con personas que amas y confias.

Aprender de Juan el Bautista
Juan es la figura clave en esta temporada de Ad-
viento. El tiene un llamado especial desde su infan-
cia de hacer un trabajo importante de preparar el
camino del Sefor. Nosotros tenemos un llamado
especial de nuestro bautismo para preparar el cami-
no de Jesucristo. Juan tomo su misiéon como profeta
con sus vestidos y comidas mas sencilla era todo lo

que necesitaba para hacer su trabajo. Nosotros ne-
cesitamos tomar nuestra misiéon como discipulos de
Jesucristo que seamos fiel a ¢l si estamos bien ali-
mentados, bien vestidos, y buen pensamiento o ca-
rente de todas estas cosas. Juan esperaba una rapida
y dramatica transformacion de su gente seguido del
bautismo de arrepentimiento; pero ¢l no lo vio.
Desde la prision ¢l mandé dos discipulos a pregun-
tarle a Jesus, “;Tu eres el que ha de venir, o espera-
remos a alguien mas?” Nosotros esperamos para
estar dispuestos a producir un mundo de paz y li-
bertad sin odio, racismo, y guerras; pero no lo
hemos visto que pase atn después de mas de 2000
afnos de cristiandad. Veremos una gran transforma-
cidn para bien en esta tierra; o jes que lo encontra-
mos “tan bueno como lo tomamos” en este mun-
do”? ;Qué hizo Juan acerca de su descubrimiento?
El se mantuvo diciendo la verdad y haciendo el mi-
nisterio que Dios le dio hasta que finalmente fue
asesinado por serle fiel. Jesus dijo que “no a habido
profeta mas grande que Juan el Bautista”. Y Juan
dijo de Jests, “El aumentara pero yo disminuiré.”
La temporada de Adviento cada afio nos recuerda
que Jesus cambio la idea comun de el Mesias de un
reino externo de poder y gloria a un cambio del co-
razén y el alma del humano.
Tierra Santa
Dondequiera que encontremos al Dios Vivo es por

definicion Tierra Santa. Puede ser una ocasion jubi-
losa o triste, una dramatica conversion o un proceso
gradual de crecimiento, un tiempo de soledad ben-
dita o de intensa comunidén amorosa. Podemos des-
cribirlo con palabras, pero probablemente no pode-
mos hacerlo con ningln éxito. Lo més importante,
me parece, es que no manifestemos ningun tiempo
o lugar o situaciéon como inadecuado para el seguro
encuentro con el Sefior. Tierra Santa en donde Dios
nos encuentra. Tiempo Santo es cuando Dios nos
encuentra. Un vida santa es una reunion regular en
la cual nos comprometemos y vivimos nuestro obe-
diente servicio a Cristo el Sefor. Un tiempo o lugar
sagrado puede ser cualquier tiempo o lugar. Si bus-
camos al Sefor ¢l estard alli, dondequiera “alli” es-
ta. Aqui estamos a este tiempo de nuestra vida.
(Qué y a quien estamos esperando?
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Second Sunday of Advent

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”

God led the Jews from exile to Jerusalem—to their home, their heritage, the
definition of who they were. Where we call home is just as important to us.
Our spiritual lives, our holiness, our journeys with Christ, begin at home.

Today—the second Sunday of Advent—the Gospel of Luke calls us to re-
flect upon how John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus, the Messiah and
Savior, who will ultimately return to take us all @
home. @

As the second candle on the Advent Wreath is lit,
take a moment to reflect on this question:

How is the knowledge and love of Christ .
reflected in you and in your home?

©J. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.
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ADVENT TAIZE
PRAYER SERVICES

Thursday, December 17,

Monday, December 7 .
Reading 1: Isaiah 35:1-10 St. Joseph Center, 7:30 PM

Gospel: Luke 5:1726 Taize is a Christ-centered form of prayer.
Tuesday, December 8 It draws together the needs of the entire
Immaculate Conception world and places those needs at the foot of
Reading 1: Genesis 3:9-15,20 the cross. Evenings of Taize prayer include

Reading 2: Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
Wednesday, December 9

Reading 1: Isaiah 40:25-31 Spend an hour to focus on

Thursday, December 10
Reading 1: Isaiah 41:13-20

silence, meditative prayer,
candles, song and soft music.

Gospel: Matthew 11:11-15 THE FEAST OF
Friday, December 11 THE IMMACULATE
Reading 1: Isaiah 48:17-19 CONCEPTION
Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19 A holy day of obligation
Saturday, December 12
Reading 1: Zechariah 2:14-17 Mass Schedule
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 Monday, December 7
Sunday, December 13 7 PM English
Reading 1: Zephaniah 3:14-18a Tuesday December 8
Reading 2: Phillipians 4:4-7 6:30, 8:15 AM, 6 PM, English

Gospel: Luke 3:10-18 -
7 PM Espafiol
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ADULT FORMATION CLASS

The topic: Come Rest For A While
finding time to pray, share and
rest in our modern world

All adults are welcome
December 10, 7 PM, Hegarty Hall

For more information call the office of
Religious Education (310) 326-3364

off Guadalupe

“Patroness of the Americas”

FEAST DAY

December 12

4:30 AM Las Mananitas
5 AM Mass (Espaiiol)
8:15AM Mass (English)
5 PM Mass (English)
7 PM Mass (Espanol)

No 7:30 PM confessions

ADULT

FAITH SHARING
AND FELLOWSHIP

Advent is a wonderful, warm time of year.
Maybe the temperature outside is not warm,
but the warmth of the Spirit and our church
community is evermore apparent. Advent is
a great time to open your heart to fellowship
and faith sharing!

Please join our next Small Christian
Communities Faith Sharing meeting as
we reflect upon the readings for the Third
Sunday of Advent and the return of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, with the fullness of God’s reign.

This Thursday, December 10, 7-9 PM
St. Margaret Mary Parish Center

Please call or email
Roy and Carole Hardinge (310) 539-6027
or pmtnroy@aol.com
Please RSVP by THIS TUESDAY December 8

Don’t miss this opportunity
to renew your faith.

@N fRMAT[@N

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASS BEGINS JANUARY 11"

IF YOU ARE AN ADULT 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, and you have not made your con-
firmation please stop by the parish office as soon as possible to sign up for this class and to
PICK UP A REGISTRATION PACKET. You will need to bring the completed paperwork to the

first class along with the following:

Copies of Baptismal and First Communion Certificates
A form signed by your pastor following an interview/meeting with him.
The required registration fee

Because it can take some time to get copies of Baptismal and First Communion Certificates, it
is recommended that you begin gathering these documents immediately.
Remember, this class is for confirmation only.

If you need BOTH First Communion and Confirmation,
contact Sue Ballotti at (310) 618-2004 about the RCIA Program.
High School students seeklng,Conflrmatlon should contact Joe Voigt at (310) 326-3364 x 17
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PREPARACION A LA
VENIDA DE JESUS
SEGUNDO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
Por Humberto Beltran

Cuando sabemos que va a venir alguien a visitar-
nos, nos preparamos, limpiamos la casa y tratamos
de que todo se vea nitido o sea que tenga una apa-
riencia buena, para que la persona que nos va a vi-
sitar se sienta comoda.

En el evangelio de hoy nos pide que preparemos el
camino del Sefor, que enderecemos nuestros cami-
nos o mas bien dicho que si andamos mal que nos
enmendemos. Para nosotros el Senor ya llego esta
presente en medio de nosotros. Sin embargo para
muchos sigue siendo un desconocido, todavia lo
estan esperando.

(Esta el Senor presente en medio de nosotros?

Pero, ;Nosotros estamos conscientes de su presen-
cia en nuestra vida? El ha venido a vivir entre noso-
tros, pero es dificil distinguirlo si no abrimos los
ojos de la fe. Cuando vemos unos esposos que de-
ciden amarse con fidelidad, cuando unos padres de
familia educan cristianamente a sus hijos, cuando
un pecador se siente llamado a cambiar su vida y se
arrepiente, cuando alguien sufre de pobreza o en-
fermedad, cuando una persona gasta su vida en el
servicio a la comunidad, aqui es cuando se ve la
presencia de Cristo entre nosotros.
Pensemos en las personas con las que hablamos
ayer o quiza esta mafana y nos impresionaron sus
palabras, su sinceridad, su bondad. Vamos a ver en
esa persona una imagen del amor de Cristo. Porque
en cada uno de nosotros esta presente Dios.

(Me rodeo de la presencia de Cristo?

La presencia de Cristo nos rodea por todas partes:
en el mundo, en la familia, en las amistades, en una
sonrisa, en una lagrima; hasta en el progreso huma-
no, en una fotografia que llega de otro planeta, en
los adelantos de la medicina, en los esfuerzos de
tantas personas que luchan por un mundo mas jus-
to.

Pero no solo podemos descubrir a Cristo, también
podemos manifestarlo. Dios necesita de cada uno
de nosotros para darse a conocer al mundo. Dios
ama a cada uno y no esta alejado. Por Jesus

aprendimos que donde hay amor sincero y fidelidad
alli estda Dios. Unicamente donde no hay amor,
donde hay una insistencia en el pecado es que no
puede estar Dios.

iJesucristo esta presente en todas partes!

Una manera especial de estar presente Jesucristo es
en la Misa. El esta presente por medio de su pala-
bra, El nos esta hablando, moviéndonos hacia un
mayor amor por nuestros hermanos. El estd presen-
te en el sacerdote, y estd presente en la asamblea.
Nuestra voz es la voz de la iglesia, y cuando ora-
mos juntos hacemos presente a Jesucristo.

No podemos venir a la iglesia a decir que amamos
a Dios, si no demostramos antes a las personas de
nuestra familia y comunidad que los amamos. No
podemos imitar las acciones de Cristo aqui en la
Misa, si en la vida diaria no imitamos las acciones
de Cristo a favor de los mas necesitados. No pode-
mos compartir el pan de Cristo, si afuera de este
templo no compartimos nuestro pan con el pobre, o
nuestro vestido con el desnudo, o nuestra compafiia
con el que esta solo, enfermo o encarcelado.

Reflexion
Desde hoy intentemos dar testimonio de justicia y
caridad en el mundo, a hacer presente a Dios en la
tierra.
Y ahora que es el segundo Domingo de Adviento,
cantemos jubilosos, oremos y démosle gracias a
Dios porque nos mando a Jesus su tnico Hijo, para
que esté con nosotros y dentro de cada uno.
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FROM THE DESK
OF DEACON DAN

Special Collection

“As expenses continue to increase and economic diffi-
culties tighten our income, we appreciate more and
more the help of the Retirement Fund,” notes a woman
religious. Your tax-deductible donation supports the
care of elderly and frail religious and helps to provide
such basic necessities as prescription drugs and medi-
cal services.

Please give generously to next week’s second
collection for the
RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS.

A GIFT FOR HEGARTY HALL

It has been many, many years since Hegarty
Hall had all new chairs that match. This week
we received just that, all new chairs. Many
of our old chairs were just plain worn out and
were becoming dangerous. This wonderful
upgrade to the Hall was made possible by the
fundraising and donations of the Holy Name
Society, Filipino Community, Hispanic
Community, Knights of Columbus, and a
private donation by Mr. and Mrs. Loo in
memory of their parents.

A warm and grateful THANK YOU
to some very special people
who made this happen.

Special Evening Mass and Social
for Relatives and Friends
of the Incarcerated

This monthly bilingual Mass and Social, brings to-
gether those who have loved ones in prison. Through
prayer and sharing, we open ourselves to God'’s heal-
ing for ourselves and our loved ones.

When: Tuesday, December 15, 7 PM
(and every 3 Tuesday of each month)
Where: St. Joseph Catholic Church, 11901 Acacia
Ave., Hawthorne (corner of Acacia Ave. and 119t St.)

Archdiocese of Los Angeles

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONGRESS 2010
March 19-21, 2010 (Youth Day, March 18)
Anaheim Convention Center

Open to all who wish to learn more
about the Catholic faith.

It is the nation's largest
annual gathering of Roman Catholics.
The 2009 Congress brought together over
39,000 attendees from across the USA and as
far away as the U.K. and Australia.

There will be 272 workshops presented by
over 200 speakers. The admission price
includes all workshops,
exhibits, concerts and liturgies.

The fee is $60 until February 5, 2010,
$70 thereafter.

Call (213) 637-7348 or visit
http.//www.recongress.org

UNDERSTANDING THE MASS
Introductory Rites, the Conclusion

This article concludes the explanation of the first of the four parts of the Liturgy.

LIflj‘\IE}ggY Next week we will begin The Liturgy of the Word.
Interesting Facts

The first two lines of the “Glory to God” are taken from the account of the shepherds at Jesus
birth as they heard the angels proclaim the coming of the Messiah.

The Opening Prayer was originally called the “Collect.” The silence after the priest says, “Let us
pray” allows us to add our intentions and needs for which this Mass is celebrated. The priest col-

lects all of our intentions into one prayer.

“The Mass is the most perfect form of prayer!” Pope Paul VI
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“Preparen el camino del Sefor, enderezcan sus pasos”

Dios guio a los judios del exilio a Jerusalén — a su casa, su herencia, la
definicion de quienes fueron. Lo que llamamos hogar es tan importante
para nosotros. Nuestras vidas espirituales, nuestra santidad, nuestro
trayecto con Cristo, empiezan en casa.

Hoy —el segundo Domingo de Adviento — el evangelio de Lucas nos lla-
ma a reflexionar sobre como Juan el Bautista preparo el camino para
Jesus, el Mesias y Salvador, quien finalmente volvera para llevarnos a

=

7/

casa. %
Mientras la segunda vela de la corona de Ad- @ §\
viento es encendida, tome un momento para @

reflexionar la siguiente pregunta:

¢ Como esta reflejado el conocimiento y amor de
Cristo en ti y en tu casa? -

© I. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

Sy e - VWt Y

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

ﬁ? \&%ﬁ}ﬁ@
\%&4@%

/

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA FIESTA DE LA
Lunes, Diciembre 7 IMACULADA CONCEPCION

Lectura 1: Isaias 35:1-10 Dia de obli.g?ci(’)n
Evangelio: Lucas 5:17-26 Diciembre 8

Martes, Diciembre 8 29 Horario de las Misas
Lectura 1: Génesis 3:9-16, 20 Lunes, Diciembre 7
Lectura 2: Efesios 1:3-6, 11-12 7 PM Ingles

Evangelio: Lucas 1:26-38

Miércoles, Diciembre 9 Martes, Diciembre 8

Lectura 1: Isaias 40:25-31 6:30, 8:15 AM, 6 IiM’ Ingles
Evangelio: Mateo 11:28-30 L \ j 7 PM Espafiol
Jueves, Diciembre 10 -
Lectura 1: Isaias 41:13-20
Evangelio: Mateo 11:11-15 NUESTRA SENORA DE GUADALUPE
X‘e:neia })l‘fleTSbi'; :; “Patrona de las Américas”
ectura 1: Isaias 48:17-
Evangelio: Mateo 11:16-19 . DIGIE,MBRE 12
Sabado, Diciembre 12 Horario de Misas
Nuestra Seinora de Guadalupe
Lecturai: Zacarias 3:14-18 4:30 AM Las Mananitas
Evangelio: Lucas 1:26-38 5 AM Misa (Espanol)
Domingo, Diciembre 13 8:15AM Misa (Ingles)

Tercer Domingo de Adviento i .
Lectura 1: Sofonias 3:14-18 5:00 PM Misa (Ingles)

Lectura 2: Filipenses 4:4-7 7:00 PM Misa (Espariol)
Evangelio: Lucas 3:10-18
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NOGEHE DI CANTICOS

Marquen sus calendarios y
no se pierdan este evento especial

CANTEMOS CANTICOS DE NAVIDAD
En St. Margarita Maria

Viernes, Diciembre 11, 7 PM

Todos los coros de nuestra iglesia
estaran guidndonos a aprender cantos
De Navidad

Habran un refrigerio después.

Habra un visitante especial
para todos los V'Y

Ninos. A
B A
%nﬁi
CONFIRMACION O
PRIMERA COMUNION

Si ustedes es de las personas que necesita hacer
su Confirmaciéon o Primera Comunion las clases
para hacerlo empezaran en Enero 2010. Necesi-
tan pasar a la Oficina Parroquial a registrarse.
Tienen que ser mayores de 18 afnos. Se Confir-
maran en Mayo, para mas informacion favor de

llamar al 310-326-3364 Ext. 16.

‘\d POSADAS

o | S 4 Empezaremos con nuestras

Im Posadas del 16 de Diciem-
bre al 22 de Diciembre a las
6:30 PM. Nos reuniremos en el Estaciona-
miento de la Iglesia.

PASTORELA

Tendremos nuestra Pastorela el dia Sabado,
19 de Diciembre en el Salén Hegarty a las
6:30 PM. Vayan haciendo planes para asis-
tir.

Quiero Ser Tu Pino en Esta Navidad

Esta Navidad quiero ser tu pino Sefior, con las ramas
muy verdes y frescas, alimentado por la savia de tu vida
Divina. Apoyado en una cruz de madera simbolo de tu
crucifixion y muerte, me sostendré muy derecho y no
caer¢ ante las dificultades y crisis de la vida, ya que mi
soporte estaria en Ti y no en mi mismo.

Como un reflejo tuyo, mi forma seria triangular, signo
de tu Santisima Trinidad y si una rama sobresale dema-
siado, hazme sensible para cortarla a tiempo, sera me-
nos doloroso.

Empezaré desde hoy a limpiarlo de todo musgo o heno
que tengan el tronco y las ramas, a quitarme todo lo que
me estorba, el egoismo, la envidia, la incomprension, el
orgullo y la soberbia, que como parasitos crecen sin que
me dé cuenta. Como un recuerdo de todas las estrellas
que brillaron esa noche bendita en que Tu naciste, me
llenaré de colores y luces para reflejar a los demas la
alegria de Tu Venida al mundo.

Escogeré el color amarillo, el mas brillante, para que
represente mis alabanzas. Por el sol que sale cada dia,
por las estrellas, los atardeceres, por todas las maravillas
del mundo que Tu creaste para nosotros, Ser Supremo.
Continuaré con el rojo, que representa mis peticiones.
Te pido que hagas de mi un instrumento de Tu Amor, te
pido por la familia; que reines siempre Tu y seas el cen-
tro de ella.

Dame Sefior lo que Tu sabes que necesito y no sé pedir-
te, paciencia, humildad y prudencia para no herir jamas
a nadie.

Pondré también el color azul, para simbolizar el perdon
que te pido. Porque no siempre he sabido serte fiel, por-
que no sé dar ni perdonar, porque viendo la luz prefiero
las tinieblas. Perdon Sefor, porque conociéndote, no
doy testimonio.

Por ultimo el color blanco, sera para decirte Gracias.
Portando lo que he recibido de Ti, porque me has dado
salud, bienestar, alegria y satisfacciones. Gracias tam-
bién por las enfermedades, las penas y los sufrimientos.
Gracias por lo que me acerc6 mas intimamente a Ti.

Y en la punta, con la luz muy intensa, pondré una estre-
lla que me ilumine siempre, sera mi Fe. Una Fe madu-
ra, inquebrantable, siempre en aumento y que se alimen-
tard de Tu Eucaristia y de Tu Palabra y que por eso bri-
llara, para el que todo aquel que se acerque a mi sienta
Tu Presencia.

Dame Sefior, la alegria de permanecer siempre unido a
Ti

ASI SEA
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Polyg Rame Society

@ J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

A very special Thank You to everyone who
helped to make this year’s Special Education
Christmas Party another great success!
We hope to see everyone again next year.

TODAY, Sunday, December 6
“Dracula” will be in the patio after all Masses
for appointments at the next Blood Drive,
Sunday, December 13.

See or call John (Dracula) (424) 653-0000
Give the greatest gift of all—-LIFE!

TOMORROW, Monday, December 7
8:15 AM Memorial Mass Honoring
Al Milligan, Bob Salas and
Al “Souzy” Moore

Next Sunday, December 13, 9:30 AM
All Holy Name members are invited to march
in together for Mass. Holy Name shirts are
appropriate for this event

DO YOU LOVE
BEING WITH CHILDREN?

Maybe your children are grown and moved.
Maybe you never had children of your own.
Maybe you have children at home,
but have a little extra love to share.

Your help is needed
to share God's words with
the young people of our parish
during the children's liturgy at the
9:30 and 11 AM Masses.

It's not difficult. It's not involved.
You don't need to be a teacher.
You will need to commit to
a training session and
just a few Sunday mornings a month.

Children’s Liturgy Training
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 6:30 PM
Parish center lounge

Questions? Call Elaine (310) 835-0585

Knights of Columbus
Council no. 7864

KNIGHTS
of Columbqs
CHRISTMAS CARD SPECIAL SALE

Today, in the patio after all morning Masses
Christmas cards available in three languages

TODAY, December 6,
7 PM, Hegarty Hall
Council meeting for all Knights of Columbus,
regardless of council affiliation.

\_ YOUTH
o LlnC

&
= Living in Christ

December 6, 6:30 to 8:30 PM
December 13, 6:30 to 8:30 PM
St. Joseph Center
All high school youth are invited

SAVE THE DATE
YOUTH DAY 2010 at the
Religious Education Congress

March 18, 2010

15,000 high school students from different
backgrounds from throughout the country
and beyond come together to participate
in morning and afternoon workshops,
culminating in a Youth Rally.

Anaheim Convention Center,
just across from Disneyland

All teens, grades 9 to 12

It will be a turn-around bus trip from SMM
You'll need: $40 Registration Fee
and a Youth Day Registration/Permission Slip

Make Checks to ST. MARGARET MARY PARISH
with YOUTH DAY in the memo line.
Turn in to the Front Desk or Youth Office
by Sunday, January 10, 2010
If questions, call Joe (310) 326-3364 x 13

A
%
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CHRISTIAN

On the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving I was bringing
groceries to a woman from our
Christian Service Ministry. She
is a “shut-in” and we have been
providing her with groceries for
the last year. The week before I
told her we would not be deliv-
ering groceries on Wednesday
as usual because it was Thanks-
giving. When my son and I ar-
rived on Tuesday she was sur-
prised and became teary eyed.
She thanked us. Later I realized
I had not given her the gift cer-
tificate I was to give her. When
I came to her door a second
time and gave her the certificate
she embraced me and started to
sob. She said: “Why do you care
about me? You don’t even know
me.” Still sobbing she looked up
and with her hands opened up-
ward she said “I am so thank-
ful”. She then looked at me and
said I really am thankful and
hugged me again. All I could say
was “we are all one family in
Christ, dysfunctional maybe
and we forget, but our parish
tries to remember”. Kind of

SAVE THE DATE

Advent Penance Service

SERVICE
Deacon Rick Soria

lame to tell her, but maybe it
was good for me to hear. As I
drove away it dawned on me
why she responded this way. It
was the end of the month: her
check wouldn’t come until the
first. When I said I wasn’t com-
ing on Wednesday she thought
we were not coming at all.

On our blanket drive Novem-
ber 15t we had just enough
blankets to take on the Harbor
Route and nothing for LA. Most
of the people that we bring food
out here we didn’t know a year
ago. They were surprised as we
pulled up with not only food but
warm cloths. All most of them
could say was just thank you.
But you could see how grateful
they were in how they received
not only a blanket but warm
clothes. Sarah was especially
grateful for the sleeping bag she
was given. As we walked back to
her tent area I shared with her
that her granddaughter had
been on our prayer list and that
our church had been praying
for her. She looked at me for
awhile and then said tell them

December 15, 7 PM

Take the time to prepare your heart and soul

for Christmas.

BIBLE STUDY

Tuesdays

Mornings (women) 9 AM in the Lounge

Susan Plascencia
Rachel Macias

OUTREACH

their prayers were answered.
She is out of the hospital. She
then became very animated in
her conversation and said that
she had found a short term job
cleaning a building and the man
was going to pay her $12 per
hour. Her friend had found a
job in Temecula. He would be
gone for a month. She said that
maybe when he came back they
could afford to live in an apart-
ment for a little while.

Your generosity makes both
these stories possible. Please
continue to support our Chris-
tian Service ministry. We need
your help for our Christmas
toys program as well as the fi-
nancial support for the grocer-
ies and lunches we provide.

On the weekend of De-
cember 19th and 20th we
will be having the second
phase of our Winter Blan-
ket drive and it will be for
families whose last names
begin with the letters A-H.
Again please remember
90% of the people we meet
are men.

Remember in Your Prayers

OUR SICK
Andrew DeBoer
Janette Schmidt

OUR DECEASED

Rev. Thomas McIntyre

Mary Erlandson, (310) 831-3082

Evenings (all are invited)
7:30 to 9 PM, Good Shepherd Room
Lee and Bob Boyles, (310) 519-9316

Deacon Manuel’Liendo

Yvonne Beck
Silvia Flores
William Ferkin
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PARROQUIA SANTA MARGARITA MARIA
PROGRAMA SERVICIO CRISTIANO

% El Arbol Navidefio de Servicio Cristiano estard disponible antes y después de todas las misas. «
ﬁ} Los regalos tienen que ser traidos los fines de semana Diciembre 5 y 6 hasta Diciembre 12 yz:}
(v 13. Sipor alguna razén usted no pudiera traerlo enestas fechas, tendrd la oportunidad de %
g:; traerlos a las oficinas de Servicio Cristiano o Oficina Parroquial Antes de 14 de Diciembre. z}
" El APo Pasado gracias a su generosidad pudimos compartir juguetes con 500 nifios y nifias. %
ﬁ} Les agradecemos infinitamente su ayuda y apoyd. Hoy nuevamente, les pedimos que sean fé«
¥ generosos. Este afio haremos algo muy especial con los juguetes que sobren. Se los daremos a .
z:a Good Shepherd Shelter, Dolores Misién, Blessed Sacrament, y también los llevaremos a Ti- z:?
zg juana a una comunidad llamada Las Ladrilleras. Para muchos de estos nifios, el regalo zz:
& que reciban de nuestra parroquia serd su dnico regalo esta Navidad. También tendrd una
z:: opcion de donar una bota Navidefia al donar una bota usted podrd expresar todo su amor en z::
¢« ella Sugerencias para la boda Navidefia: ldpices de colorear, libros para leer o colorear, pin- «

zg. turas de agua, borradores, dulces. Los voluntarios de Servicios “,}
. . , . ¢
¢ Cristiano estdn muy orgullosos de servir a nuestros hermanos y hermanas. Durante &
ﬁ}, Navidad estamos lo Doble de orgullosos de representar a esta linda comunidad de Santa z}
¢ Margarita Maria o~
'y Y
« A A . . -~ . «
i Que esta Epoca Navidefia sea un tiempo para compartir y recibir el Amor de Dios.
8-? ’?
o PS...Recuerden que los regalos no deben de estar envueltos o
L B
cl': P PO B B B BN B RS RS BT BT P PR 2 0 B P B B B B RS B B RS R BT 0 B B M 0 S RS B B B RS RS B 2 W T T 0 S B B RS NS r%«r:
AR AR AN N AR N N A A N N AR AN N A A N N A AR A N N A AR AN N R AR AR AN N L AR AR N LR LR AR AN N LN LR L)
(Sabia Usted? ORIENTACION Y CONSEJERIA
: EN ESPANOL

(Cual es su plan en caso de emergencia?

ERecuerden que tenemos este servicio aqui, en
i nuestra parroquia los dias lunes, martes, jueves y!
i sabado con cita previamente acordada.
i Para solicitar este servicio, pueden pasar por la!
ioficina de la parroquia para dejar el nombre y:

(Sabia usted que cada escuela catolica en la Archi-
diécesis de Los Angeles tiene un plan de emergen-
cia escrito? El plan incluye disposiciones para el
incendio, terremoto, ejercicios de desastre y plan de
evacuacion que cumple con requisitos a nivel local :
y estatal. El plan de cada escuela es actualizado :nimero de teléfono o dejar un mensaje en ele!
anualmente y esta a la disposicion de los pa- teléfono:  (310) 326-3364 ext. 40
dres. ¢Tiene su propia familia un plan SIMIlar PAra  F.......ococieecieieeiieeeeeeeeee e
saber qué hacer y donde reunirse en caso de una
emergencia? Las agencias de preparacion en caso GRUPO DE ORACION

de desastres de la ciudad y el condado son un buen | Nyestro Grupo de Oracion se retne los Lu-

recurso y pueden ayudarle a preparar su propio plan nes a las 7:00 PM en el Salén San José. Si
de emergencia. ) '

ustedes tienen alguna pregunta favor de lla-

Para obtener ayuda, llame a la Oficina del Ministe- |Mara Gina Orozco al (424) 240-0633
rio de Ayuda al 213 637 7650.




DIRECTORY

CLERGY
Pastor
Rev. Monsignor
Patrick Thompson

Associate Pastors
Rev. Esteban Marquez

Rev. Raymond Decipeda MMHC

Deacons
Craig Siegman
Rick Soria
Dan Wallace

STAFF
Parish Administrator
Deacon Dan Wallace
(310) 326-3364, ext 42

Religious Education
Joe Voigt, ext 17
Teresa Carbajal, ext 16

Youth Ministry
Michael Warden, ext 13

Christian Service

Laura Nieto, ext 35
Religious Vocations

Tom Reis (310) 325-6131

Contact Parish Office for:
eSacrament of Baptism
eSacrament of Marriage
eQuincearficras
eAnointing of the Sick
eFuneral Arrangements
eRegistrations
oChristian Service

PARISH OFFICE
(310) 326-3364
S8AM—S8 PM, Mon-Fri
(Closed Noon to 1 PM)
8 AM—S5PM, Sat, Sun

PARISH SCHOOL
Douglas Erhard, Principal
(310) 326-9494, ext 21

BULLETIN
SMMCbulletin@yahoo.com

Deadline: Monday noon

Don’t wait until Sunday.
Read your Bulletin online
every Friday
stmargaretmarylomita.org

Bulletin Board 13

Happenings On and Beyond Our Parish Grounds

THE PARTY (for Father Pat's birthday) IS OVE
but the images remain

The day was amazing! Father Pat kept smiling, the food kept coming
and the cameras kept clicking. Hardly a moment went undocumented.
We are hoping that you will be willing to share some of your photos for

a memory book that will be created for Father Pat. Perhaps you can

nsfer them to a disc, and drop it off at the parish office, attention Marg
f you have a film camera, a few copies of your favorites would be grea

Please include your name and contact information.

fact, if you have photos of any event with Father Pat and would li
to share those, that would be appreciated.
If you have any questions call the parish office at (310) 326-3364

EE A STAD

2010 Parish Directory

You and your family can sign up for your very own
photo shoot, guaranteeing yourselves a spot in our parish
directory coming out next spring!

Besides the prestige, you'll even get a free 8x10 portrait.
How can you beat that?

PHOTOS WILL BE TAKEN STARTING IN JANUARY.

SIGN-UP STARTS TODAY.
Weekends of December 6, 13, 20
after all Masses in the patio or
we'll be inside the parish center

KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

Third annual exhibit of Nativity sets from around the world

December 7 through 20
Open daily, but call ahead for hours

This is a unique and wonderful experience to
help you prepare the way for Christmas.
A collection of over 100 Nativity sets
will be on display,
on loan from local collectors.

Admission is free,
donations will be cheerfully accepted.

Mary & Joseph Retreat Center, 5300 Crest *
Road, Rancho Palos Verdes

(310) 377-4867 ext. 258, ask for Sydne
jongbloed@maryjoseph.org.



EVENTS AT ST. MARGARET MARY

" COFFEE ) DON'T GET LOST IN THE MALL

&
DONUTS Do your shopping right here at St Margaret Mary.
until 11 AM Our school has gift cards available for restaurants, movie theaters,
department stores, specialty shops, grocery stores and more!
HEGARTY : :
HALL You'll be amazed at all of the choices there are.

Served by And, every purchase earns money for the school. It's a win-win!
Knights of Stop by on Sunday mornings before or after Mass

7:45 until 10:45 AM
or go to the school office during the week.

\ Columbus /

-—-l-l-.-.-r--l-:!--- ~
B

]

The ENTERTAINMENT books are also available for $30.
If you still have questions, call the school (310) 326-9494
a‘garet Mar), s°6
% °
/) ()
CAROLING, CAROLING -
THE CHRISTMAS SING-A-LONG
December 6 in St. Margaret Mary Church
Feast of St. Nicholas This Friday, December 11, 7 PM ot
0 good holy Nicholas, All the St. Margaret Mary choirs Thursday
you ‘;‘ghghti’lgor‘;%ht 10y will lead us in an evening of carols December 17
putin my heart the spirit of Refreshments will follow 7 PM, in the church
childhood about which the , ST . .

Gospel speaks. Til : (riillfgeﬁ te ?hle:eclczlilscli) ?,flgfllg;ﬁgr The mL{SIC of Christmas
Teach me how to sow by the children of our school
happiness around me.

Amen.

The Tree will be in the patio after all weekend Masses
through December 13.
Please consider picking out a gift tag and returning it with a gift for
a child. These may be the only gifts the children receive this year.

We also need Stocking Stuffers:
crayons, books, little toys & games, efc.

If we receive more toys than we need,
they will be shared with other worthy groups in need.

to the basket in the patio after weekend Masses or drop
them off at the Christian Service or parish offices at any time.




