December 27, 2009: HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH

SAINT MARGARET
MARY ALACOQUE

CATHOLIC CHURCH

‘We are Catholic Christians striving to love beyorw[ all boundavies and to continue the mission of Christ.
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"When his

parents saw

him they

were

astonished...”
-Luke 2:48

Mass Scﬁecfu['ed

Saturday Vigil 5 PM
Sunday 6:45 AM, 8 AM, 9:30 AM, 11 AM, 5 PM Espaiiol 12:30 PM, 7 PM
Nursery care for small children 3 and under is offered duting the 8 and 9:30 AM Sunday Masses

Monday—Friday 6:30, 8:15 AM, Saturday 8:15 AM only
First Friday 6:30, 8:15 AM, 7 PM (bilingual),
followed by all night adoration to the Blessed Sacrament
First Wednesday Marian Mass 7:30 PM followed by novena

Prayer Services
Rosary Monday—Friday 7 and 8:45 AM; Wednesday 6:30-7:30 PM
Perpetual Help Novena Wednesday 7:30 PM (in Church)
Confessions Friday 5-5:30 PM; Saturday 3:30-4:30 PM, 7:30-8:30 PM

25511 Eshelman Ave., Lomita, CA 90717 email: SMMCHUR@yahoo.com
Parish Office: (310) 326-3364 http://www.stmargaretmarylomita.org




2 Father Pat’s Message

Feast of the Holy Family

n a holy family people die. And they don’t die

at convenient times. People get old and sick,

and need much more care than we ever thought
about when we were young. People get involved
with alcohol and drugs in ways we can’t understand
any more than we understand their leaving the
church or not wanting to get married. And the fam-
ily comes together periodically or regularly, and
learns how precious each member of this family is,
whatever path they are now following. There are
arguments and breakups and tears of joy and of sor-
row, and reconciliations that make the heart sing.
There are changes that lift the burdens of the years,
and stubbornness that never does change in some
members of the family. There is a core of faith that
helps make sense of all the senseless and disap-
pointing things that happen as the years come and
go. There is God’s love embracing this family in
all seasons, and pulling them forward and together
when the world tries to steal their souls for a new
god. What makes this family holy is not what they
do for God, but what God does for them. There is
really only one totally holy model family: that of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. And we don’t know
hardly anything of their ordinary life, which may
have been much rougher than our idealized vision.
Today’s Feast of the Holy Family is not meant to
induce guilt feelings about our family problems or
dysfunctional behavior, but to turn us toward the
Father whose Son has sent us the Holy Spirit to
take us all through the trials and troubles of our life
on earth. Is holiness then automatic? No, but it is
present in many places where we fail to see God’s
presence and transforming power.

Are We God’s Children?

he way we answer this question tells us
quite a bit about the way we understand
“holiness” and “family.” Saint John tells
his community that, “We are God’s children now;
what we shall be has not yet been revealed.” In
earthly terms I am now seventy-five years old, with
a certain set of expectations about what kind of per-

son one ought to be at that age. But how about be-

fore God? As a child of God the heavenly Father,
how old am I considered to be? Am I still one of
the “terrible twos” saying no whenever it pleases
me to exercise that power? Am I a nice, compliant,
unselfconscious third grader who has not yet dis-
covered the mess inside of me and outside of me?
Or maybe I am a self-centered teenager struggling
to assert myself and find my place in life, deciding
that I am free to define God any way I want to. Or
maybe....The point is that before almighty God we
are all like beloved children who alternate between
being adorable and awful. God knows that we are
only children, and that we can grow up and find out
what his gift of life to us is really all about. He
doesn’t expect us to learn quickly and easily but
rather the opposite: slowly with doubts and strug-
gles and failures and recoveries. He never gives up
on us; he just keeps offering us more life and more
love until we get the message that we belong to him
forever, no matter what kind of ignorance or sin
marks our journey. God alone has access to our
whole story-- everything in context, not separated,
the way we see things. God knows all of the rea-
sons we act the way we do, how we got into and
out of every situation. He knows all the false gods
we picked up and served along the way. And he
never quits loving our human family no matter
what we do. A holy family is simply a family re-
sponding to God’s redemptive love instead of deny-
ing that reality. We need to think about our being
blessed rather than our being holy. Holiness al-
ways starts with a grateful spirit, and never with a
mind set on success or failure in living up to some
ideal. It is much better to ask where holiness and
blessing enter your family, rather than rejecting the
term “holy family” for you, and supposing that
some other families must be “holy.” Just keep try-
ing to accept that, “Whatever is, is. And God is

there. What is God saying?” Could it be, “I will
always love you. You are my family.”
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Mensaje del Padre Pat 3

Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia

n una familia sagrada la gente muere. Y no

se mueren a convenientes tiempos. Las per-

sonas envejecen y se enferman y necesitan
mucho mas cuidado del que alguna vez nos imagi-
namos cuando éramos jovenes. Se envuelven con el
alcohol y drogas de una manera que no podemos
entender, tampoco entendemos cuando dejan la
iglesia 0 no quieren casarse. Y la familia que se
reune periddicamente o regularmente, sabe cuan
precioso es cada miembro de esta familia, cualquier
camino que sigan. Hay argumentos y disoluciones,
y lagrimas de alegria y de dolor, y reconciliaciones
que hacen que el corazon cante. Hay cambios que
levantan la carga de los afios, y necedades que nun-
ca hacen cambios en algunos miembros de la fami-
lia. Hay un centro de fe que ayuda a darse cuenta
de todo lo insensato y cosas decepcionantes que
pasan con los afios que vienen y van. Hay amor de
Dios abrazando esta familia en todos los tiempos, y
los atrae hacia delante y los une cuando el mundo
trata de robar sus almas para un nuevo dios. Lo que
hace esta sagrada familia no es lo que ellos hacen
para Dios, sino lo que Dios hace para ellos. Real-
mente solo hay un modelo de sagrada familia: que
es Jesus, Maria y José. Y nosotros no sabemos mu-
cho de su vida ordinaria, la cual pudo haber sido
mas dura de lo que nuestra vision idealiza. La fiesta
de la Sagrada Familia no significa inducir senti-
mientos de culpa sobre los problemas familiares o
conducta anormal, sino volver hacia el Padre cuyo
Hijo nos envi6 al Espiritu Santo para tomarnos to-
das las aflicciones y problemas de nuestra vida en
la tierra. ;Entonces la santidad es automatica? No,
pero esta presente en muchos lugares donde falla-
mos ver la presencia de Dios y transformarla en
poder.

;Somos hijos de Dios?

a manera que contestamos esta pregunta nos

dice un poco sobre la manera que entende-

mos “santidad” y “familia”. San Juan le di-
ce a su comunidad que, “Ahora nosotros somos
hijos de Dios; lo que seremos no ha sido revelado
aun”. En términos terrenales ahora yo tengo seten-
ta y cinco afios de edad, con un grupo de expecta-
ciones acerca de que clase de persona debe ser uno
a esta edad. ;Como ante Dios? ;Como un hijo de

Dios el Padre celestial, cuantos afios debo conside-
rar para serlo? ;Todavia soy uno de los “dos terri-
bles” diciendo cuando quiera me agrada ejercer ese
poder?

(Soy bueno, docil, genuino alumno del tercer afo
que todavia no he descubierto el enredo dentro y
afuera de mi? O tal vez soy un adolescente centrado
luchando para asegurarme y encontrar mi lugar en
la vida, decidiendo que soy libre para definir a Dios
en cualquier manera que yo quiera. O tal vez... El
punto es que ante Dios omnipotente todos somos
adorables nifios que alternan entre ser adorables y
tremendos. Dios sabe que nosotros solo somos ni-
fos, y que podemos crecer y encontrar que su rega-
lo de vida para nosotros es todo realmente. El no
espera que aprendamos rapidamente y facilmente
sino al contrario lo opuesto: despacio, con dudas y
luchas y fracasos y recuperaciones. El nunca nos
abandona; El solo se mantiene ofreciéndonos mas
vida y mas amor hasta que agarremos el mensaje de
que nosotros por siempre le pertenecemos a El, no
importa que clase de ignorancia o pecado marque
nuestro trayecto. Solo Dios tiene acceso a nuestra
historia completa- todo en contexto, no separado, la
manera que vemos las cosas.

Dios conoce todas las razones que actuamos la ma-

nera que las hacemos, como entramos y salimos en
cada situacion. El conoce todos los falsos dioses
que nosotros escogemos y servimos a lo largo del
camino. Y El nunca deja de amar a nuestra familia
humana sin importar lo que hagamos. Una sagrada
familia es una simple familia respondiendo al amor
redentivo de Dios en vez de negar la realidad. De-
bemos pensar acerca de nuestro ser bendito en lu-
gar de nuestro ser santo. Santidad siempre empieza
con un espiritu agradecido, y nunca con una mente
viviendo algun ideal puesto en el suceso o fracaso.
ES mucho mejor preguntar donde la santidad y la
bendicion entra en tu familia, en vez de que recha-
ces el término “sagrada familia”, y suponiendo que
algunas familias deben ser “santas.” Solo tratan de
mantener para aceptar que, “que lo que es, es. Y
Dios esta alli. ;Qué esta diciendo Dios? Lo que sea,
“yo siempre te amare. Tt eres mi familia”
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Solemnity of Mary Mother of God

The Feast of the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God is a celebration of Mary’s
motherhood of Jesus and takes place exactly one week after Christmas. It is
fitting to honor Mary as Mother of Jesus following the birth of Christ. When
we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God we are not only honoring
Mary, who was chosen among all women throughout history to bear God in-
carnate, but we are also honoring our Lord, who is fully God and fully human.
Calling Mary “Mother of God” is the highest honor we can give her. Just as
Christmas honors Jesus as the ‘Prince of Peace’, this feast on January 1 honors
Mary as ‘Queen on Peace.” January 1, therefore, is also designated as the
World Day of Peace.

Join us to celebrate The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God on Thursday, De-
cember 31st: 7:00 PM in Espanol (Holy Hour following) or at Midnight
Mass in English.

On January 1st there will be one Bilingual morning mass at 9:00 AM.

Readings For The Week

Monday December 28 Holy Innocents )
Reading 1: 1 John 1:5—2:2 Friday, Jan. 1— %
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-18 ALY Saturday, Jan. 3 %
Tuesday December 29 Q o @
Reading 1: Z

1John 2:3-11
Gospel: Luke 2:22-35
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Wednesday, December 30 dfg‘a’3
R(z?(?smgl-l:[,tighzr-l 26:—12(_)17 Questions or to%c’hedule an hour?
pet: 13574 Scott at 310 831 5093 or
Thursday, December 31 Rudy at 310 261 7748

Reading 1: 1 John 2:18-21
Gospel: John 1:1-18

Friday, January 1 Solemnity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary BLESSINGS OF THE INFANT JESUS

Reading 1: Numbers 6:22-2 Toin us on
Reéilsl;ge 12 f 3}(?;‘;2 _42'f"7 FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2010 at
7:00PM in Hegarty Hall
to celebrate
“LIFT UP THE INFANT JESUS”
( Levantamiento del Nifio Jesus)
a tradition for centuries to honor the
infant Jesus during the week of the feast

Saturday, January 2 Saints Basil the Great
& Gregory Nazianzen
Reading 1: 1 John 2:22-28

Gospel: John 1:19-28 9

‘ %5”

Sunday, January 3 Epiphany of the Epiphany of our Lord.
Reading 1: Isaiah 60:1-6 Bring and share with us an image or a statue of the
Reading 2: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 Infant Jesus !

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 Contact Teresa Carbajal (310) 326-3364.
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fOR ADULTS

REGISTER NOW!! CLASSES BEGIN HERE AT SMM ON JANUARY 11!

IF YOU ARE AN ADULT 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, and you have not made your confir-
mation please stop by the parish office as soon as possible to sign up for this class and to PICK
UP A REGISTRATION PACKET. You will need to bring the completed paperwork to the first
class along with the following:

Copies of Baptismal and First Communion Certificates
A form signed by your pastor following an interview/meeting with him.
The required registration fee

Because it can take some time to get copies of Baptismal and First Communion Certificates, it is
recommended that you begin gathering these documents immediately.
Remember, this class is for confirmation only.

If you need BOTH First Communion and Confirmation, contact Sue Ballotti at (310) 618-2004
about the RCIA Program. High School students seeking Confirmation should contact Joe Voigt

at (310) 326-3364 x 17

N

7 January --
Faith Sharing and Fellowship!!

Start the new year with a pledge to renew and
strengthen your faith!

Please come join our next Small Christian Com-
munities Faith Sharing meeting on Thursday 7
January, 2010 as we reflect upon the readings for
the Baptism of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Our
meeting will be held from 7 to 9pm, at the Saint
Margaret Mary Parish Center.

Please RSVP by 5 January. Call or email Roy
and Carole Hardinge at 310-539-6027 or
pmtnroy@aol.com to confirm your attendance.
The location of the meeting room will be
provided when you RSVP.

Mark your calendars and RSVP today!

CALLED TO BE AN ALTAR SERVER?

Calling all Boys & Girls
who will be in the 4th-11th grade by July 2010.
Ever wonder how you could help your church?
Well here's your chance!
Sign up to be an Altar Server!
Applications are available in the church office.
Deadline is January 18th, so pick yours up now.

For more information:
contact Elaine 310-835-0585.

Save the Date

Mater Dolorosa
Silent Men’s Retreat
April 30 to May 2, 2010

Contact Larry Taylor or
Scott McKechnie
(310) 831-5093
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SAGRADA FAMILIA
Jesus, José y Maria
Por Humberto Beltran
Cuando era un nifio mi abuelita nos hacia rezar
una oracion que empezaba asi: “Jests, José y
Maria os doy el corazon y el alma mia”. Y parece
que a todos los de ese tiempo sus mamas les ense-
fiaban la misma oracion que se hacia a diario ante-
s de acostarse. Pero ahora por desgracia, se ha
perdido esa costumbre. Ya no hacemos que nues-
tros hijos dirijan su mirada a esas tres personas
que formaban la familia de Nazaret: Jesus, el hijo
de Dios hecho hombre; Maria, la jovencita elegida
por Dios para ser madre de su Hijo y José, el
hombre bueno, el carpintero, que recibid el encar-
go de cuidar de los dos.
Esta es la fiesta que estamos celebrando hoy. Los
tres eran personas sencillas, eran una familia mas
en aquel pueblo pequeiiito.
(Eran pobres o ricos? Eran pobres porque para
poder vivir tenian que trabajar muy duramente;
sin casa donde entrar para que naciera el hijo. Pe-
ro ellos sabian que en otras cosas eran muy ricos.

La unidad familiar y el vinculo del amor
Sabian que quien tiene a Dios ya no puede tener
nada mejor.

(Eran unidos o desunidos? El evangelio dice. Los
tres subieron al templo cuando Jests tenia doce
afios. Cuando estaban regresando a casa notaron
que habian perdido a Jesus. Y ya no pudieron vi-
vir en paz. Tuvieron que volver y buscar, porque
no podian vivir separados de aquel hijo. Si hubie-
ra sido una familia desunida, como algunos padres
de hoy, no se hubieran preocupado. ;Doénde lo
encontraron? En la iglesia, en el templo. Alli esta-
ba, aprendiendo y ensefando. ;Cuantos de noso-
tros hoy pensamos ir a la iglesia a buscar a nues-
tros hijos? ;Cuantos hijos, cuando se van de casa,
se dirigen a la iglesia a rezar, a aprender, a ayu-
dar?

Jesus, José y Maria vivieron siempre unidos, dis-
puestos a hacer la voluntad del Padre. Porque sab-
ian que la felicidad completa est4 en servir a Dios
y a los hermanos.

(Eran tristes o alegres? Parece que todo un poco.
Tuvieron toda la alegria que tiene toda familia que
vive unida, toda familia en la que hay amor, pero

también tuvieron momentos tristes. Alegria y tris-
teza estan siempre mezcladas en nuestras vidas.
Pero tanto las alegrias como las tristezas sirven
para unir mas a la familia. Estando con Dios nada
puede hacernos infelices.

Familia unida: vivir el uno para el otro.

Cuando llegan al templo, oyen la profecia de
Simoén y Ana y se dan cuenta de que tanto el nifio
como ellos tendran que sufrir mucho.

(Qué clase de vida vivian? Jesus y sus padres viv-
ian el uno para el otro. Hoy en dia es muy comun
oir a algunos papas o hijos decir: “Yo voy a vivir
mi vida. No me importa nadie, Quiero vivir a mis
anchas, haciendo lo que me da la gana, sin mirar
los sentimientos o sufrimientos de los otros”. Y
como cada quien quiere vivir su vida viene la se-
paracion y destruccion de la familia.

Ellos no quisieron vivir una vida separados, egois-
tamente. Vivieron para amarse, para ayudarse,
para hacerse felices sirviendo al Padre Dios. El
egoismo es lo que mata al amor. El egoismo pone
en nuestras vidas soledad y amargura.

Sagrada familia, no necesariamente tiene que ser
Jesus, José y Maria. Sino que cualquiera de noso-
tros podemos ser, solo tenemos que seguir la vo-
luntad de Dios y ser una familia unida.

Los matrimonios no pueden ser felices si cada dia
no se preocupan por serlo, si nos olvidamos de
decir una palabra de afecto, de darse un beso, re-
galarle una flor, si dejas de decir “te quiero”.

Reflexion

Pidamosle a Dios que nos ayude (si es que necesi-
tamos) a ser como esa familia de Nazaret. Que
estemos unidos tanto en las tristezas como en las
alegrias. Como dice la frase de una cancion:
“Antes de mirar la rosa, tienes que mirar la espi-
na; si no sabes del dolor, no sabras de la alegria”
Hoy que es el dia de Sagrada Familia, invitémos-
los a quedarse con nosotros para que nos ensefien
a amar, a sufrir y a convivir.
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WIDOWED, DIVORCED

OR SEPARATED?

“Beginning Experience,” part of the Office of Family
Life of the LA Archdiocese, is sponsoring a weekend
program for those who have experienced the loss of
a spouse through death, divorce or separation. This
workshop will help the person move from the dark-
ness of grief into the light of a new beginning with
renewed hope.
Jan 15-17, 2010
Holy Spirit Retreat Center, Encino
Brenda Mikhail (818) 352-5265

“oo\_ YOUTH 4',
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January 10, 6:30 to 8:30 PM
St. Joseph Center
All high school youth are invited

SAVE THE DATE
YOUTH DAY 2010 at the
Religious Education Congress

March 18, 2010—5:30 AM to 5:00 PM

15,000 high school students from different
backgrounds from throughout the country
and beyond come together to participate
in morning and afternoon workshops,
culminating in a Youth Rally.

Anaheim Convention Center,
just across from Disneyland

All teens, grades 9 to 12

It will be a turn-around bus trip from SMM
You'll need: $40 Registration Fee
and a Youth Day Registration/Permission Slip

Make Checks to ST. MARGARET MARY PARISH
with YOUTH DAY in the memo line.
Turn in to the Front Desk or Youth Office
by Sunday, January 10, 2010
If questions, call Joe (310) 326-3364 x 13
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR SECOND GRADERS!!!

Recently our 2nd Grade Class participated in a
special reading program sponsored by the Scho-
lastic Book Club. The class had to read 100
books by December 18th. If they accomplished
this, the Scholastic Book Club would donate 100
books to a needy school.

We are very proud to announce that our 2nd
Grade Class reached this goal. Our hat goes off
to Mrs. Becker and her 2nd Grade Class.

Kindergarten Registration for 2010
Applications available January 24, 2010.

There will also be an open house that day
for the parish and community.

To be eligible for this class, your child must
be 5 years of age before December 1, 2010.

Applications for grades 1-8 will also be
available at that time.

If questions, call (310) 326-9494.

+ WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011
W August, 2011 in Madrid, Spain

JMJ 2011
MADRID

Attention all interested youth
between 14 & 23!

Join us on
Wednesday, January 13, 2010
7:00 PM in Hegarty Hall
To discuss the trip and itinerary.

Youth under 18 must bring a parent or guardian to the meeting.
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Solemnidad de Maria Madre de Dios

| La Fiesta de la Solemnidad de Maria Madre de Dios es una celebra-
" ci6on de la maternidad de Maria para Jesus y sucede exactamente
~ . una semana después de Navidad. Queda para honorar a Maria como
rf’ Madre de Jesus que sigue el nacimiento de Cristo. Cudndo nosotros
" celebramos la Solemnidad de Maria Madre de Dios nosotros no sélo
%" honoramos a Maria, que fue escogida entre todas mujeres a través
~ de la historia para soportar a Dios encarnado, pero nosotros también
honoramos a nuestro Sefor, que es completamente Dios y comple-
tamente humano. Llamando a Maria "Madre de Dios" es el honor
J;_; ' mas alto que nosotros }a podemos dar. Justo cuando Navidad honora
a Jesus como el 'Principe de la Paz', esta fiesta del 1 de enero honra
a Maria como 'Reina en la Paz'. 1 de enero, por lo tanto, también es
- designado como el Dia de Mundo de la Paz.
|

Vengan y celebren la Solemnidad de Maria Madre de Dios el Jue-
' ves 31 de Diciembre a las 7:00 PM en Espaiiol (seguido por la
hora de adoracion) o la Misa de Media Noche en Ingles.

El 1ro de Enero habra una Misa bilingiie a las 9:00 AM.

Lecturas de la Semana DE AD O

Lunes, Diciembre 28 Santos Inocentes &
Lectura1: 1 Juan 1:5—2:2 C) Viernes Enero 2— (.}
Evangelio: Mateo 2:13-18 Sabado Enero 3 O
Martes, Diciembre 29 O i
Lectura 1: 1Juan 2:3-11 Z D % Z
Evangelio: Lucas 2:22-35 e
Miércoles, Diciembre 30 %2
Lectura 1: 1 Juan 2:12-17 ¥
EV?ngello. Iju.cas 2:36-40 Preguntas &R rario favor
ueves, Diciembre 31
Lectura 1: 1 Juan 2:18-21 de llamar a’
Evangelio: Juan 1:1-18 Scott at 310 831 5093 or
Viernes, Enero 1 Solemnidad de la Rudy at 310 261 7748
Santa Virgen Maria
Lectura 1: Nimeros 6:22-2
Lectura 2 Galatas 4:4-7

......................................................................................

ORIENTACION Y CONSEJERIA

Evangelio: Lucas 2:16-21 EN ESPANOL
Sabado, Enero 2 : :
Lecturai: 1 Juan 2:22-28 : Recuerden que tenemos este servicio aqui, en nues-:
Evangelio: Juan 1:19-28 tra parroquia los dias lunes, martes, jueves y sabado
Domingo, Enero 3 Epifania : con cita previamente acordada.
Lectura1: Isaias 60:1-6 : Para solicitar este servicio, pueden pasar por la ofici- :
Lectura 2: Efesios 3:2-3a, 5-6 :na de la parroquia para dejar el nombre y nimero :

Evangelio: Mateo 2:1-12 ‘de telé¢fono o dejar un mensaje en ele teléfono:

:(310) 3263364 ext. 40
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CONGRESO DE EDUCACION RELIGIOSA
de LOS ANGELES
18 de marzo, 2010 (Dia de la Juventud)
19 - 21 de marzo, 2010

El Congreso de Educacion Religiosa es patrocinado
por la Arquidiécesis de Los Angeles
Oficina de Educacion Religiosa
Se lleva acabo en el Centro de Convenciones de Ana-
heim, 800 W. Katella Ave., Anaheim CA (frente a Dis-
neyland y Disney's California Adventure)

¢QUE ES EL CONGRESO?

La Conferencia mas grande de la Nacion! -- A nivel nacio-
nal, el Congreso de Educacion Religiosa organizado por la
Oficina de Educacion Religiosa de la Arquididcesis de Los
Angeles, es el mas grande de la Iglesia Catdlica Romana en
los Estados Unidos!

i39.000 participantes! -- Nuestro ultimo Congreso realizado
en febrero/marzo del 2009 conté con la participacién de
39.000 personas, de las cuales 21,011 eran provenientes de
otras partes del pais, como también de Inglaterra y de Aus-
tralia. El Dia de la Juventud, en cambio, reunié a 15.243
estudiantes. (Ver 2009 Estadisticas del Congreso.)
Variedad en los Temas -- Durante los tres dias, el Congre-
s0 2009 ofrecera 179 conferencistas que presentaran 305
talleres — abarcando temas que involucran el crecimiento
personal, la musica y temas espirituales - en inglés, espafiol
y vietnamita. (Ver conferencistas de 2010.)
Representaciéon de muchas culturas -- Anualmente el
Congreso cuenta con una gran cantidad de liturgias de di-
versas culturas. Este afio también incluira oraciones de la-
mentacion, servicios penitenciales y 18 Liturgias Eucaristi-
cas: africana americana, bizantino, celta, contemplativa,
indonesio, jazz, espafol, viethamita y jovenes adultos.
Exhibicién gratuita (sélo para los participantes) -- Partici-
paran mas de 200 companias en la exhibicion: casas edito-
riales, instituciones educativas y otras que exhibiran sus
productos que abarcan de arte a musica religiosa, etc. Es-
taran presentes también, nuestros Ministerios Arquidiocesa-
nos. (Ver 2009 Exhibitor Listing)

Entretenimiento gratuito para los participantes unica-
mente -- La admisién al Congreso incluye varios conciertos
gratis a llevarse a cabo durante los almuerzos y/o después
de la cena. Los mismos abarcan desde musica cristiana
(catolica) contemporanea a latinoamericana. Otras clases de
entretenimiento: Danza Anual de los Jovenes, Experiencia
contemplativa en los Espacios Sagrados, Exhibicion de Arte
y la presencia de catdlicos que trabajan en el ambito de la
cinematografia.

¢ QUIENES PUEDEN INSCRIBIRSE?

El Congreso de Educacién Religiosa es un evento de tres
dias, esta abierto a todos aquellos que deseen aprender
mas de su fe Catdlica o buscan crecimiento personal.
¢(PRECIO DE INSCRIPCION?

Por Congreso 2010: $60 por persona ($70 por persona
antes del 5 febrero de 2010). Su pago de inscripcion cubre
admision a los talleres (se requiere boletos), exhibiciones,
conciertos y liturgias durante los tres dias.

Para mas informacion favor de llamar al (213) 637-7348

CONFIRMACION O
PRIMERA COMUNION

Si ustedes es de las personas que nece-
sita hacer su Confirmacion o Primera
Comunion las clases para hacerlo em-
pezaran en Enero 2010. Necesitan pa-
sar a la Oficina Parroquial a registrar-
se. Tienen que ser mayores de 18
anos. Se Confirmaran en Mayo, para
mas informacion favor de llamar al

310-326-3364 Ext. 16.

:Sabia Usted?
Fanfarronear Es Una Forma De Abuso

(Sabia usted que fanfarronear es una for-
ma de abuso y es prohibido en nuestras es-
cuelas Catodlicas? Fanfarronear tipicamente
consiste en bromas pesadas, burlas, ame-
nazas, golpes, empujones, y robo. Pero
también pude incluir el lanzamiento de ru-
mores que pueden causar que la victima
sea intencionalmente excluida socialmen-
te. El fanfarrén virtual cual involucra el
acoso virtual por medio de internet o tele-
fonos celulares para mandar mensajes o
imagenes inapropiados, también es com-
portamiento prohibido en nuestras escue-
las Catolicas. Si usted sospecha que algiun
estudiante es victima de fanfarrén, inme-
diatamente comuniquese con el principal
de la escuela.

Para obtener ayuda, llame a la Oficina del
Ministerio de Ayuda al 213 637 7650.
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PBoly Rame Society

< J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

TOMORROW
Monday, December 28
8:15 AM Memorial Mass Honoring Herb Gross,
Rocky Altobelli And Rob McKennon

This Friday, January 1st/2nd
S.M.M.C. CHAPLET
ALL NIGHT ADORATION
Midnight to 7 AM in one hour increments
Call Scott McKechnie @ 310-831-5039 for more
information

The Men of the Holy Name Society
wish everyone:

A HAPPY AND BLESSED NEW YEAR!.

ﬁiﬁ x .,.,m W

& 4

WOMEN’S SOCIETY EVENT

Jan. 14th - Hegarty Hall - 7pm
Speaker - Fr. Raymond
Topic - Something that will interest
all women of the parish

Come out and hear what Father has to say and
bring one of those gifts you got for Christmas that
didn't win your heart. All gifts brought will be used
to help the SMMS Aloha Night fundraiser in Feb-
ruary. Gift baskets will be made and auctioned off
at Aloha Night. We’ll have a 50/50 Raffle too!

So come out hear Fr. Raymond, make new friends
and help our school.
For more info Contact Elaine 310/835-0585

A .
2! x'iﬁtf
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Knights of Columbus
Council no. 7864

KNIGHTS
of Columbus
Wishing everyone a Prosperous
and a very Healthy New Year !

January 1st First Friday
An all night Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
begins with a Mass at 7:00PM followed by
Prayers to the Sacred Heart;

January 3, Sunday
Council meeting at 7:00PM in the Hegarty Hall.
All members are invited regardless of their coun-
cil affiliation.

For membership inquiries call Ralph Barba (310)
951-8762 ,

Robert Vazquez (310) (877) 222 2821, and Ar-
mando Nava (310) 292-6761

For insurance inquiries please call Ernie Literte
(310) 781-3048.

Archdiocese of Los Angeles

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONGRESS 2010

March 19-21, 2010 (Youth Day, March 18)
Anaheim Convention Center

Open to all who wish to learn more
about the Catholic faith.

This is the nation's largest
annual gathering of Roman Catholics.
The 2009 Congress brought together over
39,000 attendees from across the USA and as
far away as the U.K. and Australia.

There will be 272 workshops presented by
over 200 speakers.
The admission price includes all workshops,
exhibits, concerts and liturgies.

The fee is $60 until February 5, 2010,
$70 thereafter.

Call (213) 637-7348 or visit
http://www.recongress.org
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LE -lj UNDERSTANDING
T THE MASS

Littrcy LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

The Liturgy of the Eucharist has three sections:
The preparation of Gifts, the Eucharistic Prayer
and the Communion Rite.

Always Thanksgiving

The Liturgy of the Eucharist refers to the part of
the Mass that begins with the collection and the
preparation of the altar and the bread and the
wine. What are we doing in these actions? Much
of the answer lies in the word “Eucharist” derived
from the Greek, it means “thanksgiving”.

Our thanksgiving is best expressed in the main
prayer of the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the Eucha-
ristic prayer. Some history of this prayer: Its roots
are in the Jewish tradition of meal blessings. As a
devout Jew, Jesus would have prayed such bless-
ings at meals. Early Christians (who were Jews)
used them in their celebrations known as “the
breaking of the bread,” when they obeyed Jesus’
command to “Do this in memory of me.” Over
time, references to Jesus and the meaning of his
life, death and resurrection were incorporated into
these blessings. Two of the nine Eucharistic
Prayers we now use date from the third and fourth
centuries, and the other seven are recent composi-
tions. All follow a similar pattern. In other words,

BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays

MORNING AND EVENING
BIBLE STUDY
WILL RESUME MEETING
ON
TUESDAY, JANUARY 5

Christians have been praying this way at the
Eucharist ever since there were Christians!

The Eucharistic Prayer is thanksgiving for the
heart of life as Christians understand it: for all of
God’s creation, and especially for the saving
works of Christ. It is proclaimed over bread and
wine, symbols of what is most basic, food and
drink for the tables of ordinary people. In this con-
text, when we are focused on the foundations of
our life, we also petition God for the abundance
promised at this table to be shared with the whole
world, with the church, with all who seek God,
with the dead.

The prayer is an action that everyone in the
church is meant to participate in: It is not “the
priest’s prayer.” This idea is new to

many Catholics. From “The Lord be with you”
and the dialogue that follows, through the Great
Amen, the Eucharistic Prayer requires the vigor-
ous participation of all present. We involve our-
selves fully when we join our hearts to the words
sung or spoken by the priest, when we assume an
attentive posture, when we put aside the missalette
and listen, when we sing the acclamations with
full voice.

In the end, “Eucharist” is what our life as Chris-
tians is all about. Whenever we stand, in suffering
or joy or confusion or the routine of our daily
lives, our life is always to be thanksgiving, always
to be sharing of God’s abundance with all in need.

Remember in Your Prayers

OUR SICK

Gregory Gifford
Andrew De Boe
Susan Placencia

George Begker
Joe Jaitzler
Jose LLomeli
Jesus; Luis & Robert Angeles

Jayla Hernandez Ricardo Jesus Borranon

OUR.DECEASED
Fran (Stock) Thomas Robert Wabinga
Al'Elwell Steve Canul

Olga Alice'Ramos
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INFORMACI ON

CLERO
Pastor
Rev. Monsenor
Patrick Thompson
Padres Asociados
Rev. Esteban Marquez
Rev. Raymond Decipeda MMHC
Didconos
Craig Siegman
Rick Soria
Dan Wallace

STAFF
OFICINA PARROQUIAL
(310) 326-3364

Administrador de Ia Parroquia
Diacono Dan Wallace

(310) 326-3364, ext 42

Educacion Religiosa
Joe Voigt, ext 17
Teresa Carbajal, ext 16

Ministerio de Jovenes
Joe Voigt, ext 17

Servicio Cristiano
Laura Nieto ext. 35

Escuela de Ia Parroquial
Douglas Erhard, Principal
(310) 3269494, ext 21

Horario de [a Oficina

Parroquial
8AM—8 PM, Lunes-Viernes

BENDICION DEL NINO JESUS
Vengan y acompafienos el
Viernes, ENERO 8, 2010

alas 7:.00PM en el Salén Hegarty
a celebrar

“ EL LEVANTAMIENTO
DEL NINO JESUS”

Un tradicidn por siglos para honrar al infante Jestis durante la

8 AM—5PM, Sabado, Domingo semana de la fiesta de la Epifania del Sefior.

(310) 326-3364

Articulos para el Boletin
smmcbulletin@yahoo.com

Traigan y compartan con nosotros sus imagenes o estatuas de
su Nifio Jesus!
Para mas informacion llamar a

Ultimo dia para entregar los articu- Teresa Carbajal (310) 326-3364.

los para el boletin es Lunes a las

12:00 pm.

GRUPO DE ORACION
Nuestro Grupo de Oracion se reune los
Lunes a las 7:00 PM en el Salon San José.

Si ustedes tienen alguna pregunta favor de
llamar a Gina Orozco al (424) 240-0633




e dl Bulletin Board 13

Happenings On and Beyond Our Parish Grounds

CLERGY
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Torrance Doubletree Hotel
Tickets $40 and go on sale
December 27 after Sunday masses.

Save the Date !

Plan to enjoy dinner, silent and
Live auctions, balloon raffle,
Dancing, casino night playing and
Fun for all!

Pastor
Rev. Monsignor
Patrick Thompson

Associate Pastors
Rev. Esteban Marquez

Rev. Raymond Decipeda MMHC

Deacons
Craig Siegman
Rick Soria
Dan Wallace

STAFF
Parish Administrator
Deacon Dan Wallace
(310) 326-3364, ext 42

Religious Education
Joe Voigt, ext 17
Teresa Carbajal, ext 16

Youth Ministry
Michael Warden, ext 13

Christian Service

Laura Nieto, ext 35
Religious Vocations

Tom Reis (310) 325-6131

Contact Parish Office for:
eSacrament of Baptism

Watch for more information!!

L5 L] SSLZAGY

2010 Parish Directory

You and your family can sign up for your very own
photo shoot, guaranteeing yourselves a spot in our parish
directory coming out next spring!

Besides the prestige, you'll even get a free 8x10 portrait.
How can you beat that?

PHOTOS WILL BE TAKEN STARTING IN JANUARY.
SIGN-UP TODAY.
Schedule a session online:

eSacrament of Marriage
eQuincearficras
eAnointing of the Sick
eFuneral Arrangements
eRegistrations
oChristian Service

PARISH OFFICE
(310) 326-3364
S8AM—S8 PM, Mon-Fri
(Closed Noon to 1 PM)
8 AM—S5PM, Sat, Sun

PARISH SCHOOL
Douglas Erhard, Principal
(310) 326-9494, ext 21
BULLETIN
SMMCbulletin@yahoo.com
Deadline: Monday noon

Don’t wait until Sunday.
Read your Bulletin online
every Friday
stmargaretmarylomita.org

http://www.apointment-plus3.com/ap/
stmargaretmarychurchlomita/index.pphp?page=10

or go to the smm homepage for a link:
http//www.stmargaretmarychurchlomita.org (New Events tag)

EPIPHANY EVENTS

Mary and Joseph Retreat Center in
Rancho PaloVerdes invites you to an
Epiphany Celebration, Sunday, January
3, from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

The celebration will include music and
prayer, the blessing of the Retreat Center
for 2010, and participants will be given holy
water, chalk, and prayers so they can bless
their own homes. Festive refreshments will
be served. Cost: $25.00 per person.

For information and registration, please
contact Sydne at (310) 377-4867 ext 258.




EVENTS AT ST. MARGARET MARY

- IMPORTANT!
Inspirational Life of SAVE THE DATE!
Nick Vujicic .
From No Limbs to Saturday Evenmg
No LIMITS January 9, 2010
January 17th, 2010
7:00 p.m. CASINO NIGHT
St. John Fisher Parish .
Barrett hall More Information?
5448 Crest Road Call John Rajcok

Ranch Palos Verdes, CA 424 653 0000

310-377-2800

Be prepared to be inspired! I ; ’ *

www.lifewithouthlimbs.org

Sunday, Jannary 3, 2010
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Music by Anna Betancourt &
Msgr. Joscph Brennan

Celebrate the Epiphany with music, prayer,
friends & family. Come and enjoy the
concert featuring Msgr. Joseph Brennan

of Holy Trinity Church in San Pedro and
Anna Betancourt of 8t. Linug in MNorwalk.
We will also bless Lthe relreal cenler and
provide chalk and holy water for you to
bless your own home. Festive refreshments

ill be served. Clost: 325 per pers o
¥l ESEIVE (R PEl pErsall }H ‘

Join us for this wonderful event at Mary & Joseph Retreat Center, RPV





